
Johnson County Stay-at-home Order  
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is a stay-at- home order? 
It means that movement is restricted for all Johnson County residents. They should stay at their 
place of residence except leaving to provide or receive essential services or engage in essential 
activities and work for essential businesses and government services. 
 
It restricts travel except by those in need of medical assistance, food or other commodity or 
service necessary to sustain the well-being of themselves or their families. 
 
Why is a stay-at-home order necessary? 
It is extremely important to stay in your home when possible to help slow the spread of 
COVID-19.  
 
This order was issued to protect the health and safety of all residents, with the goal of limiting 
the continued spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) in our community. 
 
When is it ok to leave my home? 
You may leave your home for essential activities or services.  Essential activities include 
working in an essential business, obtaining supplies or necessary services, seeking medical 
care, caring for a family member or loved one, and exercising and maintaining personal health. 
Individuals must practice social distancing to the extent feasible while engaging in these 
activities, and to stay home if not engaging in one of these specific activities. 
 
Will I be required to carry a special documentation stating I am an essential 
employee?  
No special documentation is required 
.  
When will the stay at home order be lifted?  
The order is scheduled to be lifted at 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, April 30, 2020. Officials will 
monitor the situation, and the date may be modified as circumstances change.  
 
Where does the order apply? 
The Stay-At-Home Order applies to all of Johnson County. Unless you work for an essential 
business or are doing an essential activity, you must stay home. This will continue helping to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus.  
 
How will this impact childcare? 



Childcare facilities will remain open to offer care. These centers must continue to follow CDC 
guidelines, requiring no more than 10 people in one area, maintaining social distancing, and 
proper cleaning procedures.  
 
To the extent possible, childcare facilities should operate as follows: 

In stable groups of ten (10) or fewer persons including caregivers (meaning that the 
same children and caregiver remain in the same group each day) and should not change 
from one group to another during the same day. 
If more than one group is cared for at one facility, each group shall be in a separate 
room and the groups shall not mix with each other.  

 
Can the school still provide free breakfast and lunch? 
Schools and other entities that provide free food services to students or members of the public 
may continue to do so under this Order on the condition that food is provided on an outdoor 
pick-up and take away basis only. 
 
What will this stay at home order mean for restaurants? 
Restaurants will still be available if offering curbside pickup, drive through, or delivery options.  
 
What are essential services or businesses? 

● Health care (doctors, dentists, nurses, hospitals, pharmacies, medical research facilities, 
labs, etc);  

● Food and drink production and distribution (including grocery stores, markets, 
restaurants that offer food for carryout, liquor stores);  

● Sanitation (including laundromats, dry cleaners, household and business cleaning 
services and supply stores);  

● Transportation (including gas stations, public transit, taxis, airports, railroads and other 
private transportation providers);  

● Financial Services (including banks, insurance providers, and professional services 
required to comply with legal and regulatory requirements);  

● Manufacturing and distribution of supplies and materials for essential businesses 
(including trucking and other supply chain support functions);  

● Maintenance and construction of infrastructure and households;  
● Child care; 
● Essential Government Operations;  
● Residential facilities (including hotels and motels);  
● Media and Communications Providers (including newspapers, radio stations and 

television stations); 
● and Mailing, Shipping, and Delivery services 

A full list of categories of essential businesses is provided in the order. We strongly encourage 
all essential businesses to allow employees to work from home and to maintain social 
distancing to the extent feasible in continuing to carry out their operations. 



 
Does this order enact a curfew? 
No this order will not have a curfew set for Johnson County. It is important that all community 
members remain inside or around the parameter of their residence unless needing to engage in 
essential activity or service, while complying with social distancing requirements.  
 
Can I go fishing? 
Yes, you can still participate in outdoor activities as long as the location you are visiting is open 
to the public. You are encouraged to continue to comply with social distancing requirements. 
 
Can I leave my home to exercise? 
Outdoor exercise such as running or taking a walk is acceptable. However, gyms, fitness 
centers and associated facilities will be closed to reduce the spread of the coronavirus. While 
exercising outside, you still should practice social distancing by running or walking at least 6 feet 
away from other people. 
 
What if I need to visit a health care provider? 
If you are feeling sick with flu-like symptoms, please first call your doctor, a nurse hotline, or an 
urgent care center.  
 
If you need to go to the hospital, call ahead so they can prepare for your arrival. If you need to 
call 911, tell the 911 operator the exact symptoms you are experiencing so the ambulance 
provider can prepare to treat you safely. 
 
What about routine, elective or non-urgent medical appointments? 
Non-essential medical care like eye exams, teeth cleaning, and elective procedures 
must/should be cancelled or rescheduled. If possible, health care visits should be done 
remotely. 
 
Contact your health care provider to see what services they are providing. 
 
May I still go out to get my prescriptions? 
Yes. You may leave their homes to obtain prescriptions.  
 
Can I be ticketed for not following the stay at home order? 
Residents can leave their residences to engage in essential activities, including exercising and 
maintaining personal health (walking/bicycling/running/etc.), working at an essential business, 
obtaining supplies or necessary services, or seeking medical care. We strongly urge residents 
to stay at home if they are not engaged in any of these essential activities as this will greatly aid 
efforts to stop the community spread of the coronavirus.  
 



Violation of any provision of this Order constitutes an imminent threat, creates an immediate 
menace to the public health, and shall be considered a violation of Section 192.320 RSMo 
which is a Class A Misdemeanor punishable by fine, imprisonment or both.  
 
 


