
Information from the  Missouri Department 

of Health and Senior Services : http://

health.mo.gov . 

In the United States, ticks are responsible for 

more human disease than any other insect. 

Ticks are very effective transmitters of 

disease because most ticks take blood from a 

large variety of small and large mammals, 

reptiles and even birds. In general, ticks must 

ingest a blood meal before they can molt and 

move to the next stage in their life cycle. 

Ticks become infected with a disease-causing 

agent by feeding on infected mammals or 

birds. For example, a tick can pick up Lyme 

disease from a field mouse, and later in its 

life transmit bacteria to a deer, dog or human. 

At least six different human tick-borne 

diseases have been reported in Missouri: 

Rocky Mountain spotted fever, ehrlichiosis, 

tularemia, Q-fever, Lyme or a lyme-like 

disease and the southern tick-associated rash 

illness. 

Tick-borne diseases are a type of emerging 

disease, many of them first recognized in the 

last 30 years. Human case numbers per year 

for tick-borne diseases are generally on the 

rise. This upward trend is due to better 

recognition and disease reporting, but is also 

a reflection of changes in the environment 

that fosters increased exposure and 

transmission to humans. Fortunately, not all 

ticks are infected, so a tick bite does not 

necessarily mean you will get a disease. 

More importantly when people  take 

precautions, they can reduce their chance of 

being bitten. 

Tick-borne Disease Prevention 

Understanding a little about tick behavior can 

give some clues on how to avoid being 

bitten. For example, one tried-and-true 

prevention measure is to walk in the center of 

trails to avoid overhanging brush and tall 

grass. This is effective because of the way 

some ticks seek a host, which is called 
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Food Establishment Permits expire 1 

July  2014 .   

 

Food Safety Training Classes  

10 am to 12  pm  

June 10, July 8 Aug 5 , 12   

 

2 to 4 pm  

June 4, 16, 27, July 16, 24, Aug 21, 27 

   

ServSafe 8 hour class  

Aug 14 , Nov 13 

Call 66-747-6121 ext 258 to register  
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JCCHS Public Health 

Calendar 

Child Immunization Clinic 

Mondays 8 am to 5 pm.  Adult   

immunizations  M-F 8am to 5 pm.  

Satellite WIC Clinics available in 

Holden.  Call 660-747-2012 for 

details. 

Home Health and Hospice Services 

available 7 days a week and 24 

hours every day.  Call 660-747-6121 

for more information. 

 
JCCHS offers CPR, use of an  AED 

and First Aid training for Child Care 

Workers and the general public.  

Next class is 12 June  Call 660-747-

6212 for more information.   

 

STD/HIV testing by appointment  

660-747-6121 . 

"questing." A questing tick will perch itself, 

front legs extended, on the stems of grass, low 

brush or on the edges of leaves on the ground. 

Using this ambush strategy, the tick waits until 

a suitable host brushes against the vegetation. 

Ticks do not jump, fall or fly and are generally 

found within three feet of the ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carbon dioxide, which is exhaled while 

breathing, as well as heat and movement serve 

as stimuli for tick questing behavior. Using an 

insect repellent that contains DEET on your 

skin protects you because it interferes with 

ticks' ability to locate you. Another repellant 

called permethrin, which is used on clothing, 

actually kills ticks (as well as mosquitoes and 

chiggers). Permethrin products are designed to 

bind with fabric and persist through 

launderings when used according to label 

directions. The clothing repellent Permethrin  

is often sold in sporting goods departments or 

camping stores .  

 Once on a host, the tick seeks a place to 

attach and take a blood meal. Ticks attach on 

people in many places, but are most frequently 

found around the head, neck, underarms, and 

groin. Light-colored clothing helps you spot 

ticks more easily and tucking or even taping 

your pant legs into your socks helps slow them 

down in their quest for your skin. Prompt, 

careful inspection and removal of ticks is an 

important method of preventing disease. 

723 PCA road in Warrensburg 

660-747-6121 x.258 

www. johnsoncountyhealth.org 

Summer Time is Tick Time 

http://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/tickscarrydisease/ldpositionpaper.php
http://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/tickscarrydisease/ldpositionpaper.php
http://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/tickscarrydisease/ldpositionpaper.php
http://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/tickscarrydisease/ldpositionpaper.php
http://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/tickscarrydisease/repellentqa.php
http://www.johnsoncountyhealth.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=134&Itemid=172


Real estate transactions are complicated in the best of 

times. Current market conditions are making it even 

harder to find buyers and move properties.  The last 

thing a seller needs after waiting months if not years 

for an interested buyer is to find out about a problem 

with the home’s onsite wastewater treatment system 

(OWTS).   

Mortgage companies and banks now routinely require  

OWTS inspection by a licensed loan inspector prior 

to closing.  JCCHS has seen numerous properties this 

past year that have had an inspection done just days 

before closing that revealed expensive and time 

consuming repairs were needed.  Common problems 

are homes without a sewage system such as a pipe to 

a ditch, pasture or nearby creek; homes that share a 

lagoon with another home; homes where the sewage 

system is on the neighbor’s property; lagoons 

undersized, unfenced, or too close to the property 

line; and failing OWTS. 

Deficiencies of an OWTS found during the course of 

a licensed loan inspection that was built prior to the 

effective date of the Johnson County Onsite 

Wastewater Treatment System Ordinance (April 9, 

2006), are encouraged to be corrected.  Unless the 

resulting deficiency is creating a public nuisance or a 

complaint is filed, the decision to correct rests solely 

with the parties involved in the real estate transaction. 

Since an inspection of the OWTS is likely to be 

required for real estate transactions, property owners 

or selling agents are advised to have the OWTS 

inspected prior to listing the property.  A list of local 

licensed loan inspectors can be found on the JCCHS 

website.  Waiting to have the inspection done at sale 

time has resulted in lagoons being fenced in a snow 

storm in February; waiting weeks for the ground to 

dry out from spring rains; paying workers overtime 

on a holiday weekend to complete the work; and 

termination of purchase contract. 

The most common deficiency for lagoons in Johnson 

County is the lack of a proper fence.  State Law 

requires lagoons be fenced with a proper enclosure 

prior to occupancy of the home connected to the 

lagoon.  Proper fencing is constructed with at least a 

Common Real Estate Problems to Avoid  
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four foot high, 14 gauge woven wire fence with a 36 

inch wide gate.  Fence post must be no more than 10 

feet apart.  Cattle panels maybe used in place of the 

woven wire fencing.   

The purpose is to keep children and animals out of 

lagoons.  Two children have drown in lagoons in 

Johnson County since 2003.  As a result many local 

insurance agents are increasing premiums on property 

owners who do not have fenced lagoons.   

Example of a properly fenced lagoon.  

Another common deficiency is the lack of inspection 

ports on the septic tank.  This tank has inspection 

ports (see circled pipes).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OWTS Ordinance information is available online at 

www.johnsoncountyhealth.org. 

http://www.johnsoncountyhealth.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=140&Itemid=171
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 The loss of lives and destruction caused by recent 

tornados in Missouri is devastating.  It is hard to 

comprehend how that much damage could occur so 

quickly.  Listening to survivors, two things stand out– 

your chance of surviving a tornado increases with 

adequate warning and having a safe place to ride out 

the storm.   
 

Adequate Warning 
 

 Every home should have a weather radio.  Modern 

weather radios have a battery back up and the ability to 

program the radio to only alert for warnings in your area.  

The programming features allow you to select the type of 

warnings you want and the specific counties that you 

want.  The radio can be set to wake you up in the middle 

of the night for a tornado warning for your county or if 

you choose you can be alerted to flood watches in 

adjoining counties.    

 

 

 Many also function as an AM/FM radio alarm clock or 

have built in flashlights, cell phone chargers and are 

portable hand held units.  Weather radios are 

manufactured by several companies and can be found at 

hardware/home improvement stores, big box retail outlets 

and stores that specialize in radios and technology. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Besides weather radios Emergency notifications can 

also be delivered thru your cell phone, computer  or 

handheld device.  The Johnson County Central Dispatch 

911 Center offers the NIXLE service.  Visit their website 

to learn more about Central Dispatch and the Nixle service 

www.joco911.org.  

 

  

Adequate Shelter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tornado shelters can be added to existing homes or 

constructed when a home is being built.  The in-ground 

shelter pictured above is one example of the types of 

shelters available; onsite wastewater treatment system 

contractors can easily install this type of shelter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The picture above is an example of an above ground 

shelter that can be disassembled and moved to a new 

home. 

 

In a home without a shelter or tornado safe room, move to 

the basement. In a home without basement move to an 

interior hallway on the lowest level of the home. 

  

The American Red Cross, www.redcross.org, and the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 

www.fema.gov, have additional information on how to 

prepare for and recover from a tornado.  City of 

Warrensburg tornado shelter locations can be found at  

http://www.warrensburg-mo.com/departments/fire-

department/sever-weather-information/tornado-shelters/ 

Are You Tornado Ready? 

http://local.nixle.com/johnson-county-central-dispatch/
http://www.redcross.org/portal/site/en/menuitem.d8aaecf214c576bf971e4cfe43181aa0/?vgnextoid=72c51a53f1c37110VgnVCM1000003481a10aRCRD
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/tornado/to_before.shtm
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If you find an attached tick, it should be 

removed promptly. The longer it is 

attached the greater the risk of infection. 

There are many "old wives tales" about 

how to remove a tick. However, to reduce 

the chance of disease transmission 

correctly using tweezers or commercial 

tick removal tools is preferred. The key to 

using tweezers correctly is to position the 

tips of tweezers around the area where the 

tick's mouthparts enter the skin. Then use a 

slow, steady motion when pulling the tick 

a way from the skin. After removing the 

tick, disinfect the skin with soap and water, 

or other available disinfectants.  

 

Signs and Symptoms of Tick-borne 

Disease 

The signs and symptoms of tick-borne 

disease vary among individuals and differ 

according to the infecting agent. In 

general, a person should consider 

consulting a health care provider whenever 

he or she experiences a sudden high fever, 

severe headache, muscle or joint aches, 

nausea, vomiting or diarrhea. If these 

symptoms occur following a tick bite, or 

even after exposure to a tick habitat, the 

health care provider should be informed of 

this fact. Another possible sign of tick-

borne disease is a rash or pus-filled wound 

that appears at the site of a tick bite, or a 

spreading rash that follows a tick bite or 

exposure to tick habitat.   

 

Information on tick removal is from 

the Centers for Disease Control  

http://www.cdc.gov/ticks/

removing_a_tick.html   

 
Tick Removal 

If you find a tick attached to your skin, 

there's no need to panic. There are several 

tick removal devices on the market, but a 

plain set of fine-tipped tweezers will 

remove a tick quite effectively. 

How to remove a tick 

1. Use fine-tipped tweezers to grasp the 

tick as close to the skin's surface as 

possible. 

2. Pull upward with steady, even 

pressure. Don't twist or jerk the tick; 

this can cause the mouth-parts to 

break off and remain in the skin. If 

this happens, remove the mouth-parts 

with tweezers. If you are unable to 

remove the mouth easily with clean 

tweezers, leave it alone and let the 

skin heal. 

3. After removing the tick, thoroughly 

clean the bite area and your hands 

with rubbing alcohol, an iodine scrub, 

or soap and water 

 

Environmental Public Health 

723 PCA Road 

Warrensburg, MO  64093  

Fax: (660) 747-1294 

www.johnsoncountyhealth.org 
 

Please call, email or drop by to give us 

your up to date contact information. 

 

Tammy Carlyle  Heidi Starke  

EPHS Administrator  EPHS 

(660) 747-6121 Ext. 258 (660) 747-6121 Ext280  
carlyt@lpha.mopublic.org starkh1@lpha.mopublic.org  

 

Ray James   Alysha Seals  
EPHS    EPHS 

(660) 747-6121 Ext. 259  (660) 747-6121 Ext.280 

jamesr@lpha.mopublic.org   seals1@lpha.mopublic.org   

PAGE 4 ENVIRONMENTAL NEWSLE TTER VOLUME 10,  ISSUE 1

TICKS 

 

Follow-up 

If you develop a rash or fever within sever-

al weeks of removing a tick, see your doc-

tor. Be sure to tell the doctor about your 

recent tick bite, when the bite occurred, 

and where you most likely acquired the 

tick. 

http://www.johnsoncountyhealth.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=134&Itemid=172
mailto:carlyt@lpha.mopublic.org
mailto:jamesr@lpha.mopublic.org

